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SECOND LETTER 
10 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


CHARLES TOWNSHEND. 


S I R, 
[ 75 EVER flattering , might be, to 
put myſelf thus upon the foot of a 
ee correſpondence with you, and whatever 
encouragement it might give to my thoughts, 
to recolle& that I addreſs them to one, who 
is moſt open to the conviction of truth, and 
moſt ſenfible of its power; I ſhould not 
think myſelf at liberty to interrupt the at- 
tention you are giving to ſo many objects, 
and ſo many men by turns, if you had not 
yourſelf thrown out the ſubjeck on which I. 
now addreſs you, as a ground of debate. 
But I have a right to examine in public, any 
poſition which you bave publicly avowed; 
and you have no reaſon to complain that 1 
attack you, if I do it with decency, on the 
ound on which you have choſen to poſt 
Jourſelf. You are the cauſe of my having 
B ; _ given 


1 


given a pamphlet called The Budget, an exa- 
mination. I ſubmit it to you, whether, after 
a more mature conſideration, you will again 
give it the epithets which excited me to exa- 
mine it. 

In the 35th page of your ee of the 

Minority, you have called it that excellent 
and unanſwered work, As the occaſion on 
which you were then writing did not call 
for any opinion at all on this ſubject, I muſt 
think you gave it to add authority to that 
pamphlet, and to provoke, if it were poſſible, 
an anſwer, by uſing a word which implied 
you thought it unanſwerable ; ſo that I flat- 
ter myſelf I comply with your - wiſhes, as 
well as accept your defiance, by entering into 
this diſcuſſion. 
That pamphlet is profeſſedly written to 
refute a paper publiſhed in the Gazetteer laſt 
Spring, and which contained a ſtate of the 
expences of government, and the methods 
taken to ſupply them. To be able therefore, 
to judge of the excellence of the work, it is 
neceſſary to examine how far it does or does 
not confute that paper. 

It is hardly. poſſible to expect public at- 
tention on a ſubject ſo little intereſting, as a 
detail of little circumſtances tending to aſcer- 
tain the degree of credit due to an anonymous 
writer, to ſome dry calculations, to ſome 
remarks which have nothing but reaſon to 

recom- 
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recommend them: But truth, juſtice, the 
eſtabliſning a due eſteem for government, 
the giving commendation where it is de- 
ſerved; theſe are objects which are worthy 
every man's conſideration, and theſe are all 
concerned in this queſtion, which becomes 
too more important, becauſe upon the deci- 
ſion of it, depends the opinion which the 
public will form of your abilities as a finan- 
cier. 

You have exerted, we have been told, your 
uſual ' induſtry on that ſubje&, and as you 
may probably hope, one day, in your turn, to 
ſhine in that department, you have thought 
it proper to call the attention of the public 
to this exhibition of your judgment; for as 
your teſtimony was uncalled for, and very 
foreign to the defence, your deciſion on this 
point, muſt have been intended as a preme- 
ditated ſpecimen of your knowledge in ways, 
means, ſupplies, and thoſe other conſtitu- 
tional points, which form a miniſter of 
finance. I proceed to conſider the ſyſtem of 
finance which you have recommended. 

It will ſave trouble, if, in imitation of the 
author of The Budget, I reprint the paper 
which he attacks; and as ſubjects of calcula- 
tion ſhould be expreſſed in as few words as 
poſſible, I ſuppreſs, be ſays, and I anſæer, and 
print the quotations from The Budget in Ita- 
B 2 licks, 
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licks *. Theſe are the heads on which that au- 


thor writes, 1. Debts paid off. 2. Eftabliſh- 
went of the army. 3. Eftabliſhment of the navy. ' 
Je (1 . 4. 


— — —m— —_ 


* It is with great pleaſure that I congratulate the 
public on the diſappointment of thoſe, who, by keep · 


ing their money from coming to market, by checking 
the ſubſcription of the navy bills, by circulating reports 


of a loan and a new lottery, and other arts of the ſame 
kind, haped to profit by the public diſtreſs. 


Ihe ſtate of the ſupplies, and the ways and means for 


this year, have now been made public; but as thg 
exact ſums may not be in every body's hands, I thought 
it might be agreeable to you to be enabled to furniſh 
your readers with an account of them, which I believe 
is tolerably correft. 

Of the unfortunate debt contrafted during the laſt 
war, the government will this year pay off 2,771, 867 l. 


13s. 6 d. viz, 


. „ 
German extrag —— — $00,000 © © 
Navy debt — 650,000 © © 
Army extraordinaries | 987,434 15 6 
Deficiencies of land and malt — 30, ooo o Q 


' Dedommagement to the landgrave of 


Deficiency of funds replaced to the Se 
ſinking fung 147,593 18 o 


Deficiency of grants for 1763 — 129,489 © © 
Advance in conſequence of addreſſes 7,350 o a 


WE 2,771,867 13 6 
The peace eſtabliſhment for the navy, which is 
the moſt conſtitutional force, and the beſt ſecurity 


for Great Britain, is much enlarged, amounting to 


1,44 3,568 J. 118. 9 d. the ſame number of ſeamen be 
ing retained in the ſervice as was voted laſt year, and 
| 7 | 100,000 |, 


„ 
4 Dunes of the cuſtoms from the ſmugg ling 
cutters. 5. Anti W of the finking 6 ad 


» 4 £ p *& Uf 


— 
— 
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100.0001, more than uſual being employed in ſhip- - 
building, in order to keep our * on a footing to be 
reſpected by all Europe. 

The eſtabliſhment of the army is not increaſed, it is 
even leſs, and the ſtaff much leſs than at the laſt peace 
for though the whole ſum is 1, 509, 313 J. 148. yet it is 
to be obſerved, that the forces, ordnance, and ſtaff in 
America, are 295,8 33 l. the half; pay liſt 1 3 
and Chelſea hoſpital, &c. 122, 125 l. The two laſt ar- 
ticles of which are deducted, being properly the tail 
of the war. 

The miſcellaneous articles of EXFENCES amount to 
295, 3541. 28. viz. 


Government of Nova Scotia 5,70 3 14 
Ditto Weſt Florida —— 5,700 o 
Ditto Eaſt Florida — — 5% 0 o 
Ditto Georgia — 4031 8 
Militia — 80,000 © 
African Forts — — 20,000 © 
Foundling hoſpital — — 29,000 O 
Princeſs of Brunſwick's fortune — 80, o o 

Subſidy to the court of Brunſwick. 43,901  O- 
Britiſh Muſeum — — 2,0 o 
Mr. Blake — 2,500 © 
General ſurvey of America — 1,818 © 
Paving the ſtreets — — +. 0 
295 35 4 2 
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- Beſides this, the government found 1,800,000 off 
exchequer bills at ſuch a difcount, as to weigh down 
with them the whole building of public credit. 

\ This they have provided for, by transferring one 
million of them to the Bank for two years, with a re- 


duction of a fourth part of the intereſt on them. The 


rr 


— DDr 
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Upon theſe points, the aſſertions of The 
Buaget are to be examined, and the proofs 


annexed to them weighed. 
» _— 


rr — OI U _____ 


Te other 800,000 old exchequer bills are to be 
paid off by iſſuing new ones for the like ſum. 
So that the whole ſtate of the ſupply is this: 


Debt paid — 2,771,867 13 6 
Exchequer Bills | 1,800,000 o © 
Eſtabliſhment for the navy — 1, 443,568 11 9g 
Ditto army — — 1, 509, 313 14 o 

o 


Miſcellaneous articles =——— 295,353 0 


75820, 102 19 3 

To raiſe this large neceſſary ſum, the government 
hath not oppreſſed the ſubject with one additional tax: 
it hath not encouraged the ſpirit of gaming by accept- 
ing a lottery, or taking to itſelf the not unpleaſing 


power of diſpoſing of tickets, commiſſions, and ſub- 


ſcriptions. 

It has avoided going to market for money, at a time, 
when, though it might have been advantageous to in- 
dividuals, it muſt have been very detrimental to the 
public. 

The ways and means are ſaid to be theſe ; 

Land-tax and malt 2,750,000 O O 
Exchequer bills taken by the Bank 1,000,000 o o 
New Exchequer bills to be iſſued 8,000,000 0 © 
Of the Bank for the renewal of their 

contract, which is by much the 

moſt beneficial bargain for the pub- 


lic which was ever made with them 110.000 o © 
Savings under the head of extras 165,558 3 0 
Militia money — 159,000 ©. © 
Annuity fund, 1761 | 32497 9 9 


To this account, and for the public 
ſervice, the preſent government has 


brought 


200 


Budget, p. 1. Jo ſay that they laue paid of 4 
great deal of the debt ae, in the late war, 


* 


brought to account what had ſo long 
been unaccounted for, ſo long a diſ- 
grace to the ſervice, and the reproach 
of adminiſtration, vix. 
The ſaving of non-effetive men, which Te 
in the preſent year is =_ I40,000 o @ 
Add to this the bounty of the king, who 
having delivered his ſubjects from 
the calamities, thus ſhews his earneſt 
wiſh to deliver them from the bur- 
then of the war, has added, being 
the produce of the French prizes 
taken before the declaration of war 700, ooo o 0 
The king has freed the public from 
ihe expence of all the ne governments 
except that of the Floridas. (N. B. By 
giving them up. ) 
And to make up the deficiency, the 
government has taken, with pecu- 
liar propriety," from the ſinking. 
fund (which was increaſed this 
year 391,000 l. by an addition of 
1, 400, ooo Ib. of tea, having, by 
means of the cutters, been brought 
to pay the duty) the ſurplus of that 
fund is _—_— —c ... 0 


So the total of the ways and means is 7,81 7,055 12 9 
The total of ſupply 7.820, o 19 3 
It is true, that the whole ſupply is ſaid to be 
7, 820, 104 l. 158. 10d. and by this account it amounts 
only to 7,8 20, 102 J. 198. 3d. But as this deficiency 
is not quite 21. and proceeds from the omiſſion of 
ſome (hillings in the larger ſüms, which were, omitted 
at the time of taking them down, it is ſufficient to have 
mentioned it only. p 


7 7s 
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Isa miſrepręſentation. But the advertiſement does 
not ſay that they have paid off 2 great deal; 
it ſays only, that they have paid off 2,771, 86 l. 


138. 6d. fo that the miſrepreſentation does 


not proceed from thence; if the ſum paid 
off, is not a great deal of the debt, as indeed 
its proportion to more than fifty millions, 
the debt contracted during the four laſt years 
only of the war, is not à great deal; the 
fault however is theirs who contracted that 
unfortunate debt. Now to the fact, This 


miniſterial advertiſer, to have dealt impar- 
tially, ſhould let us know that nothing has been 


done this year, but what comes akways of courſe 
in the routine of office. Army extraordinaries 
of the preceding year, dedommagements, de- 


ficiencies replaced to the finking fund, def. 


ciencies of the grants of the preceding year, 
together with defictenctes of land and malt, 
which are ſo pompouſly called, debts contracted 
in the late unfortunate war, are all of them 
articles provided for as they ariſe. 

While we were at war, as much debt be- 
ing incurred for theſe articles in the current 
year as was diſcharged of the preceding, 
theſe might have been called current expences 
between one year and another ; but when mo- 
ney is diſburſed-for them, and no expence in- 
curred on the ſame accounts, it may be pro- 
perly called a debt paid. The author will 


not deny that it was an unfortunate debt con- 


tracted 


( 11 ) | 
trated during the war; but obſerve, that it 
is not the Advertiſement, but The Budget, 
' which calls it an unfortunate war. In 
ſtrict juſtice, from this ſum of debt paid, 
ſhould be ſubſtracted whatever deficiencies 
upon the ſame articles, will appear next 
year; and when Sir G—— has done this, 


the remainder he muſt allow to be debt paid 


1 proceed to his ſecond point : : The eſta- 
bliſhment of the army. _ 

P. 1. That the eftabl: ſhment of the army is 
lefs than after the laſt peace, is not true. That 
the eſtabliſhment. of, the army in England, 
on which alone any reduction could be made 

with ſafety, is leſs, is true. | 

' 'You are not, Tam ſure, one of thoſe who 
meaſure an army by its expence : It was thus 
thofe e ſcrupulous and exact traders ihe Dutch 
meaſured it; they diſbanded their - officers, 
reduced their forces, and they brought, by 
this policy, their whole ſtate to the verge of 
ruin; but you know that the magnitude of 

an army is a relative one, and that it reſults 
from the compounded quantities of the ſer- 
vice required, the expence and the number 
of men; in all fair reaſoning, it muſt have 
been the army maintained in, and to defend 
Great Britain,- which was in the view of the 
writer of that paper; and this is actually leſs 

C in 


„ 

in number of men, and in expenee than the 
eſtabliſhment at the former peace; and this 
is the 15 of it: A proof drawn from the 
printed Journals and Votes of parliament, 
and therefore within every man's reach, who 
thinks it becomes him to examine before he 
aſſerts. 

The eſtabliſhment for guards and garri- 
ſons in the years 1750, 1751, is 18,857 
men, including 1815. invalids.— For the 

year 1764, 17, 532 effective men, We 
2739 invalids. So that the eſtabliſhment o 
the laſt year is leſs than that after the former 
peace, by 1325 men. | 

The ſum voted for the land forces in the 
year 1751, (which I take becauſe it does not 
include the ſtaff) is — 612,315: 7: 11 
For the ſame ſervice en. 

1764 — 17,704: 17: 10 
Fd this ſum is to be de- Gl & 

ducted one day's pay, 

(1764 being leap year) 

that is — N 8: 11 


| 3 811 
But you are to obſerve that the invalids 
are included in both theſe accounts; which 
are a retreat from the army, and no more 


Na of it, than Chelſea hoſpital is a gar- 
1 
There- 


on 


(3) 


e oi oe” 
Therefore P the charge 085" 
1751 — 512,315: 7: 11 
Deduct the expence of invalids, 


. VIZ. — 37,491: * I : 8 
There will remain for the c 


of the army alone, for 1751 oe 46h 3 
In like. manner 


fromthe charge l. s. d. 
of 1764 616, 81:8: 1 

invalids 
47. 164: 0: 0 


ae 
the army charge | 
of 19764 — —— —568,917 : 8:4x 
So that the expence of 1764, is 
leſs than that of 1751, by 10,906: 17: 4 


His firſt aſſertion, therefore, is not excel- 
tent, for it is falſe ; and that rhe eftabliſhment 


of the army is * than after the laſt peace, 


15 true. 


f The different Wodel upon which the pre- 
ſent army is formed ſhould not here be 
omitted, becauſe, by retaining a mach larger 
proportion of officers, it is, at leſs expence, 
the root of a much larger corps, which it has 
ever been found much eaſier to fill up and 
complete, than to form. 

. It is certain, that an over pr oportion of offi= 
cers to men, is the true vue K ach this country, 
not becauſe it has concluded a peace bollow 


and unlikely to iy PROS, but becauſe it 
1421 | 2 WP; 


1 


* * 
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( 14 ) | 
is ſuitable to our ſituation in Europe, likely 
to prevent any inſults, and to maintain an 
bonourable and advantageous peace; to con- 
vince the world that we are able, on the 
moſt ſudden alarm, to reſume thoſe arms 


which we have uſed fo much to our reputa- 


tion and advantage. 

Having thus ſhewn that this aſſertion of 
the Budger is, in fair reaſon, in a political view, 
and in fact, falſe; I paſs to his third e 
which concerns the navy. 

P. 10. With regard to the ſmuggling cut= 
ters, I cannot allow them much merit as pro- 
viding employment for ſailors, who would 
otheraways be employed in the merchant's ſer- 
vice, witbout any expence to the public, 

P. 10. The ſmuggling ſervice itſelf is liable 
fo ſome diſcreditable ſuggeſtions :—T he feroce 
7s not of the moſt bonourable kind. 4A 

P. g. Now I confeſs, to me it ſeems, that. 
however conſtitutional a large marine may be, 
we run leſs riſque by a. more moderate provifion 
there, becauſe ſailors diſmiſſed from the 
lick ſervice, do ſtill: continue, ſailors in {he 
merchant ſervice. 

I will begin with the point the leaſt i impor- 


tant: p. 10. The ſmuggling ſervice itſelf is 


liable to ſome Aiſereditable fuggeſtions :—The 
ſervice itſelf is not of the moſt honourable kind. 


The gentleman whom you have named as 
the author of The n is one whom his. 
. 


* 


6150 4 
friends have taught to think himſelf in that 
tract which leads to an honourable ſeat. upon 
the treaſury bench; it is therefore highly 
litick in dim, to diſcourage a ſervice 
which has, and may produce, ſuch 
improvements in the revenue: But without 
duwelling on perſonal arguments, it is of great 
and national conſequence, that the practice 
and the principle of ſmuggling ſhould be 
repreſſed. The falſe opinions entertained on 
this ſubject, go. farther towards looſening the 
bonds of poltical, ſocial, and even moral ho- 
neſty, than any ſound politician would think 
beneficial ; 1 men to deſpiſe all 
laws, of which they can evade the ſanctions; 
and deſtroy all the ideas of obedience to them 
as a reciprocal; duty for protection from 
them. In this ſtate, it is the buſineſs of every 
har ſubject to endeavour to revive this prin- 
ciple of Mlegionce: to the public good, of ho- 
neſt obedience to the laws of the ſtate; and 
to remove the reproach which ſo unjuſtliy 
attends thoſe; who are the vindicators of the 
public wrong; and therefore, Sir, it is againſt 
your duty and intereſt, to call any — 
ragement given to this, excellent; you who, 
if you ſucceed in your wiſhes, muſt repre- 
ſent, and if you are honeſt and in earneſt, 
muſt think this ſervice honourable, and muſt 
commend and; robs thoſe - who's are atv 
in it. 
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called intereſt) caſt of, to lamguiſ in 


jeftions which contradict each other; at 


| % >} 
However, as this abuſe upon the gentle- 


men employed to ſuppreſs ſmuggling, is only 
introduced to obviate the arguments for 4 


greater number of ſeamen, which was drawn 


from the advantage of employing the cutters, 


it will now be propoſed to procted to that. 


P. 9. Now I confeſs, to me it ſeems, that 
Fe conſtitutional a large marine 1e be, 


we run leſs riſque by a more moderate 


fron there, becauſe ſailors difmifſed from 255 
public ſervice, do fl continue Sailors in the 


merchant ſervice. 
It would be almoſt a ſufficient anſwer to 


| this, to quote his own words, p. 10. 


thouſand lieutenants who ſoli cited but 6d. # 


day additional to their hulf-puy, are, after all 
their prodigal fervices (for want of what fs 


and to hide their heads in-thankleſs oblivi 


| becauſe it would be a preſumptive proof, 


that neither truth nor reaſon, but the peeviſh 
defire of railing, is the ground of two ob- 


leaſt it would prove that he is not an excellent 
reaſoner, who, within the compaſs of two. 
pages, condemns adminiſtration for being at 

ſo great an expence in paying men actually 


employed in the navy, and for not encreaſ- 


ing this ex pence in the ſum of yoool. pet 

annum, without employing any more. One 

. be tempted to leave the point af 
| | 1 0 
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and to content ourſelves with pitying the au · 
thor of The Budget, if a bilious habit ren- 
dered ſuch an unreaſonable diſcharge of 
ſpleen often neceflary to him; but the queſs 
tion is worth conſidering, becauſe it goes up 
into the very firlt principles of the policy of 
Great Britain, and becauſe it has been lately 
decided by an authority, which I am ſure will 

have great weight with you. 
If we were to conſider our inſular fituation 
alone, it would be evident, that a fleet is our 
molt natural and moſt neceflary defence; the 


obligation we now have, of protecting diſ= 


tant and extenſive colonies, the 3 es 
we reaped from part of our naval 7 ramen, at 
the by wo ar rt of the late war, and the 
opportunities which a well-timed interpoſition 
ed for preventing any future conteſts, 
are ſtrong and unanſwerable arguments againſt 
the raw — of The Budget, 

Beſides, this is a defence which is attended: 
with no objections to be ſet over againſt it; 
and we may maintain a reſp 
without any of thoſe dangers which our an- 
ceſtors were ſo much alarmed at, from an 
enereaſe of the military force. 

'Fhere is an additional motive which 100 
from gratitude to thoſe brave men who were 
the inſtruments of our victories, and of whom 
every man muſt wiſh to retain as. great a 
number as is conſiſtent with our preſent fitu- 
ation, 


ble fleet 
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ation, certainly as many as can be employed 


to the public advantage; and it is now an 
undoubted and acknowledged truth, that 
great public advantage has been derived from 
amproying them 1n cutters. 

Io all theſe general reaſons may be added 


thoſe which ariſe from our particular ſitua- 


tion : © We have terminated a ſucceſsful and 
< a glorious war by a peace, in point of con- 
* ditions the moſt advantageous Great Bri- 
<« tain ever made, in point of time the moſt 
« ſeaſonable,' and which ſaved this country. 

* The glory of this war and the acquiſitions 
c of the peace, have given us reputation and 
<« advantages, which make us the objects of 


c the envy and the jealouſy of all Europe; as 


.* we owed our ſafety to the making the peace, 


* we ſhall owe our preſervation to the main- 
* tenance of it; and it becomes us therefore 
© to provide, that the powers who may have 
< inclination, may not think they have an op- 
< portunity to attack us. Without entering 
<« into the defence of the manner in which 
* the late war was begun, it is certain that 
«& having given ſanction to it by our ex- 
„ ample, the next war will begin by . 
c prize: Againſt this we muſt be p 8 

sand though the ſituation of our affairs at 
« home calls for the moſt exact economy 
% which can be exerted, this muſt not in- 
5 terfere with ſuch objects as ä our 
| 3 cc im- 


COR): | 
t& immediate ſafety. He is the wiſe and ho- 
« neſt man who gives to each of theſe views 
ee the proper attention, who purſues the 
cc ſtricteſt meaſures of reduction in all our 
« expences, without ſuffering them to in- 
* trench upon thoſe great objects in which 
de the very being of our ſtate is involved.” 

Nothing can be added to the juſtneſs of 
theſe ſentiments, which I am told are thoſe. 
of a very eloquent ſtateſman, and which, if 
you recolle& them, will, I dare fay, have in- 
fluence with you. The only additional argu- 
ment I ſhall mention, 1s one ſupported by 
the experience of this very year. It is this, 
that even in the light of economy merely, 
it is more adviſeable to have a well appoint- 
ed reſpectable marine: You remember, 1 
dare ſay, when a ſyſtem of policy was 
adopted the reverſe of this; when the fear 
of clamour and the deſire of making an ap- 
parent reduction of expence, made admini- 
niſtration diſarm the fleet; the ſame timi- 
dity, hurry, uncertainty, fear and misfor- 
tune followed, which Demoſthenes has 
painted in the Athenian politicians of his 


oy” 


* 


age: Upon the rumour of danger the ſeamen | 


in pay are to be employed, not againſt the 
enemy, but in raifing others; then after 
much buſtle, working double tides, and all 
that expence which attends extra work, after 
preſſing, and leaving our coaſts — 
| be the 
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the fleet ſalls; in the mean time Philip has 


ſtruck the blow, and Minorca is loſt: For 


there is no doubt that had a fleet, evidently 
and greatly ſuperior to that of the enemy, 
been ſent thither, that fortreſs had not been 
conquered. e n 

As ſtrong, but a more pleaſing argument 
is to be drawn from the experience of the laſt 
year, in which the maintenance of the re- 
ſpectable navy, condemned by The Budget, 
procured immediate ſatisfaction for ſome ho- 


ſtile proceedings; and r it is poſſible, 


the foundation of a freſh, I need not add 
expenſive diſpute, by convincing our new 


friends that Great Britain has too much juſ- 


tice to offer, but too much firmneſs to bear 
any injury. | EI 
There remains on this ſubject, only that 
other opinion of The Budget, that the ſailors 
diſmiſſed, being employed in the merchant ſer- 
vice, are equally (for ſo much is implied) at 


, the diſpoſition of the flate. The memory of 


every man directly contradicts this aſſertion, 


and the embarraſſments, .and. the detriment 


which the public receives from the impoſſi- 
bility of raiſing the number. of ſailors requi- 
ſite at the breaking out of a war, are ſuffi- 
ciently known. Thoſe in the merchant 


ſervice always hide themſelves from the pub- 


lick ſearch, and the ſeizing on them by the 
method of preſs gangs, always checks moſt 
iy 4 ſeverely 


| ( #1) 
ſeverely the trade which they are intended to 
ote&. Theſe things, Sir, are ſo particularly 
known to you, that I cannot help lamenting 
that you were not officially called on, to en- 
force them with your eloquence in a reſpect- 
able aflembly, and to appear the advocate 
for a ſet of men who have deſerved the ableſt, 
the Engliſh ſeamen: That would have been 
the caſe if you had not (as it is reported) mo- 
deſtly declined accepting the naval depart- 
ment, except you might be aſſiſted with the 
councils of your friend. I lament this your 
falſe modeſty ; becauſe the public believes 
you do not want the affiſtance of that gentle- 
man in any office you accept ; becauſe I think 
your talents would do ſervice to the ſtate; 
and becauſe it would then have been proved 
by your 9wn authority, that you do not think 
this part of the politicks of The Budget, ex- 
cellent or unanſwerable. POR Oe, 
Let me now fubmit to your conſideration, 
the two principal points of his work.; thoſe 
which he has moſt Iaboured, in which he 
moſt triumphs, and which are to ruin the 
reputation of the gentleman againft whom 
he directs his pamphlet. 1 
P. 1. That the ſinking fund has been encreaſed 
391,000 |. by the cutters, upon 1,400,000 lb. 
of tea, is falſe, inconſiſtent, and impoſſible. 
He triumphs upon this, p. 10, 11, 12. Let 
0 4 mn ? D 2 0 5 = b ww + us | 


| ( 22 ) 
us examine the proofs upon which he obtains 
the victory. OLE 3 
P. 10. In the firſt place, the whole produce 
of the cuſtoms upon tea is but about 210,000]. - 
à year, which is the duty upon about 4, ooo, ooo 
pounds weight ; Then I beg to know, by what 
kind of arithmetic the treaſury would perſuade 


u, that the ſuppoſed addition of 1,400,000 


pounds weight, would yield to the cuſtoms 
391, ooo l. In the ſecond place, the cuſtoms 
- upon tea amount very nearly to one half of the 
exciſe upon tea, ſo that we may judge of the 
one by the other. The produce of the exciſe 
upon tea, as may be ſeen in the aggregate and 
general fund accounts, has been as follows : 
Year ending October 1760 459,446 
| 17601——460,668 ' 
3 1762—— 444.170 
BELTS I 1703-——476,458 
Now the mighty matter is come out; the ex- 
ciſe is higher by about 18,0001. than it was 
in the years 1760 and 1761; and therefore 
the encreaſe upon the cuſtoms is about half this, 
viz. 8,000 or 9,000 I, for this gar, upon the 
AVerage. | | | 
I have ſome obſervations to make upon this 
whole argument, but I cannot help pre- 
miſing, that, ſuppoſing it had been well 
grounded, and had proved what he wiſhed, 
I ould have hoped, that you would not 
have thought ſuch expreſſions as theſe, /o 
vo | 8740 


x 23) 
groſs an impoſition cannot be treated with ſu ” WW 
ficient contempt, becauſe it puts the miniſtry 
upon the footing of a notorious impoſtor —— 
now let them plead ignorance in thoſe points 
where they have boaſted knowledge, or confeſs 
themſelves guilty of an intended impoſition; 
proofs of the excellence of his good ſenſe or 
- compoſition. 
But to attend to his arguments.— In the 
firſt place, he here attacks, not the adver- 
tiſement, but the miniſter ; he ſhould not 
have done this, except the miniſter had 
claimed the merit of having raiſed the ſink- 
ing fund 39 1, ooo J. by means of tea. He 
muſt have had opportunities of hearing the 
.miniſter, in public, upon the ſubject: If he did 
not claim it, if he only ſtated the facts, and 
congratulated the public upon the truth of 4 
them, then it is not fair (as he ſays, p. 1.) 1 
to charge the miniſter upon neus: paper intelli= 
gence, even though the of nion is uni werſally 
countenanced. 
In the ſecond place, he 3 in his diſpute 
the terms of the queſtion: The advertiſement 
had ſaid that the fnking fund was encreaſed in 
the ſum of 391, ooo J. the author undertakes 
to prove, that the cuſtoms alone are not ſo en- 
creaſed. This is not an omiſſion of his pen only; 
his whole reply is grounded upon it, his whole 
reaſoning, p.. 11, 12. is upon calculations 
taken from tbe cuftors only, and though he 
expreſly 
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expreſly mentions the duty paid on tea by 
exciſe, p. 11. he does not include the ad- 
vance upon it, in his account of the encreaſe 
of the ſinking fund this year. 

He has changed then, the advertiſement 
for the miniſter, the ſinking und for the 
cuſtoms, a whole for a part. 

Now to examine his proofs :—And firſt 
of his ſtate, p. It. Ifay it is unfair, and 
that the reſult is falſe. 

The fair ſtate would have been to have 
taken the compariſon, not from the years 
1760, 1761. which are the two higheſt, but 
from the medium of the 3 years, which 
medium being 454,762, the ſurplus of 17 0 
is 23,696; and conſequently, the encrea 
upon the cuſtoms upon tea, would be this 
year 11,848, not 8,000 or q, ooo J. above 
the average of the laſt years, even 22 his 
own miſtaken ſtate of the fact. 

It is unfair, for another reaſon : The que- 
ſtion which he has choſen to debate is this: 
— How have the cutters operated, as to the 
encreaſe of the cuſtoms on tea? The cut- 
ters became effectual at Lady-Day 1763; he 
begins the calculation of his year, at October 
1762 ſo that to calculate the effect of their 
operations upon the cuſtoms during one year, 
he takes a period beginning juſt half a year 


before they began to ES. on Bk. 
| Thus 


| 9 

Thus far upon his own ſtate, and upon 
the ſpecies of argument he has choſen to uſe, 
There was another kind of proof which 
would at once have decided the point, but 
which he has prudently declined, I mean an 
appeal to the fact, an inquiry how many 
pounds of tea had paid duty duzing the pe- 

riod in queſtion, and how mucb the revenue 


| had been benefited by it. This kind of proof 


was open to him, for it is to be drawn; from 
accounts of public, but not government of- 
P ES ops 

In order to judge of this, it is only neceſ- 
fary to have recourſe to the accounts of the 
Eaſt India company's ſales; and upon a me- 
dium of them, on the article of tea, for, the 


# 


10 laſt years, from Lady-Day 1753, to Lady 
Day 1763, the quantity is as follows, fer 
annum e | nn ert of art age 
Home Conſumption. - Ireland. ut 
4,002, 206 146,474 169,244 
From Lady- Day 1763, to October 1763 
(later than which, no account could be ob- 
tained, becauſe that ſtate was given in March 
and the Eaſt India company do not make 
up their accounts till Lady- Day) the account 
Home Conſumpuon. [Ireland ©. America. 
2,713,578 109,383 155,851 
It is well known, that in general the ſales 
of the half year from October to Lady-Day, 
3 are 
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are much more conſiderable than thoſe of 


the former half year ; but take them at the 
fame rate, and then the whole quantity of 
tea, paying duty from Lady-Day 1763, to 
Lady-Day 1764, will be, 

Home Conſumption, Ireland. America. 
5.427,56 219,766 317,02 
And the exceſs of this, over the medium of | 

the laſt 10 years, is | 

Home Conſumption - - 1,424,890 
Ireland — —— 735292 

* ee. n 


8 K 1 


8 Total 1 648, 640 
And this e it was ſtrictly juſt to calcu- 
late for the Whole year, (though but half a 
year of it was liquidated) becauſe the adver- 


tiſement had ſaid, that the ſum charged upon - 


the ſinking fund, was charged upon the 
growing produce of the year; upon the pre- 
ſumption of this increaſe, and that it was 
charged with propriety by the miniſter who 
had cauſed the increaſe. 

It is fair to add here, and it is decifive, 
that this calculation was well grounded, and 
that the ſales for the half year from October 
1763, to Lady-Day 1764, do, as I am cre- 
dibly informed, exceed even thoſe of the 
preceding half year, in the quantity of 40 
or 50,000 pounds of tea, 

Now 


. 0 27 = S 
No then to proceed to the REFER Ts 
WES Fear and to be derived from this; 8 58 

„5 
be cuſtoms upon tea d not Se very 
Nl - nearly to one half theexciſe upon tes: What 
they do amount to, you. will ſes by the fol- 
-ll lowing account: 
'The cuſtoms are 2 51. ber cent. ad valorem. 
The exciſe  - 247. per cent. ad valorem, 
and 16. per pound on all teas whatever, 
reckoning then all teas 5 . a pound, (if 
higher the more advantageous. to my argu- . 
ment) and reckoning; for the ſake of round. ks 
pq the 24 per. cent. 251. which, as 
it is but one hundredth part difference, will 
make no conſiderable alteration; the cuſ- 
toms will be 15. 34. and the exciſe 13. 3 d. 
and 15. per pound, in all 35. 6d. — The 
amount of thoſe duties upon 1, 640, 640 
pounds of tea, is 287,112 J. and not either 
8, ooo or , ooo J. ſo that here in a matter 
of a very obvious and eaſy calculation, The - 
* is miſtaken in the ſum of 278,112 1. 

But putting calculation out of the queſtion, 
dit appears by the accounts of the company's: | 
ſales, that the half year from Lady-Day _ be 
1763, to October 1763, exceeded the me- 
dium of a half year, during the preceding 
ten years, in the quantity of 820,320 pounds * 
of tea, the revenue was encreaſed by that. 
in the ſum of 143, 55 * Sterling; ſo that 


he Sv 21 . here, 
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| here; Sir, in a matter of fact, reſpecling an 

unt liquidated ſome months eee that 

0 publiſhed his work, he has aſſerted 

a groſs falſhood; he has aſſerted, that the 


enereaſe of revenue by teas, does not exceed 


ee a year, and conſequently, 4, 500 J. 
in half a year; whereas, f in that W it was 
really encreaſed in 143,356. ; | 
But be it, that all his ſtates were right, | 
that it were juſt to change the ſtate of the 
queſtion even upon be advertiſer, to argue 
as if he had ſaid, that not the ſinking fund, 
dut the cuſtoms were ſo much encreaſed, to 
chuſe a period of time before the operation 
of the cutters, in order to judge of their ef- 
ficacy; ſuppoſe his ſtates had been fair, and 
that I had not had a right to add to his 


pamphlet, among the errata,' p. 1 1. 'inflead ' 


think his whole reaſoning upon this ſubject, 
would be but a very moderate quibble; and 
though he might have diſproved the aſſertion 
of the advertiſement,” which ſeems to have 
| been a very-general one, he would have had 
no right to triumph over the miniſter. The 
queſtion is, what advantage the cutters have 
been to the revenue? He knew this to de 


proportion, as this advantage was great, the 
miniſter had a right to the approbation of his 
8 N and LP that it was with 


_ 


71 


yr 


of 8,000 or q, ooo l. read 143,5 56 J. ſtill 1 


| the miniſter's ground, and he knew, that in 5 


5 0 29 ) 
peculiar age he had applied the dene 
of a fund which he had ſo much enereaſed. 
Be then the enereaſe on tea what it may, 
e next proves (p. 12.) that the euſtoms 
have been encreaſed in thoſe branches Which 
| include no duty upon tea, he- ſtates them; 
| the, increaſe is 91,888 J. But are theſe 
cuſtoms, upon which it is not poſſible the 
cutters operated, as well as upon tea? T hey 
are wines, vinegar, and tobacco; I leave the 
anſwer, and the judgment of ſuch reaſoning 
with you. I ſhall only add, that if we join 
this ſum of - = = = =- 91,888 
* the m—_ upon teas = — 


\. 


| the total 54 379,000. 
is, upon his own ſtate, the increaſe of re- 
venue from the cutters, which can be aſcer= 
tained., I follow, him to his laſt, and moſt 
important arguments, He ſtops p. 12. to 
aſſure ys, he does not pique himſelf upon 
any great accuracy of ſtyle, or elegant compo- 
tion, in tbeſe notes. 
I dare ſay, you think he hes reaſon not to 
to pique himſelf upon either; the laſt in- 
deed would have been ill ſuited to the ſub- 
ject; but the former is more requiſite 0g ' 4 
this, than almoſt, on any other, 1 mean poor CIT 
ciſe accuracy 2 
0n the laſt point of diſcuſſion, the fate : 
: £4 the LY fund, * includes the other 
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queſtion, viz. Whether it can be ſuppoſed to 


5 produce the ſum charged upon it laſt year? 1 


ſhall give you very little trouble. The ſtates, 


the computations, and the deductions of The 
Budget, have been examined in detail, and 


I think, very clearly refuted, in a pamphlet 
called Remarks on the Budget ; ' as, I dare. 
ſay, you have read it, you will not think it 
unreaſonable, that I aſſume the concluſions 
which are there demonſtrated : Vou will 
agree, therefore, that the author of The 


Budget has charged the ſinking fund with 


the payment of the ſame ſum twice, viz. 
the deficencies upon land and malt : 1. By de- 
ducting it from the income; and 2. by add- 
ing it to the expence : If he did this Know- 
ingly, he cannot be the perſon whom you 
have declared him, one of the gentlemen ce- 


lebrated for candour ; if ignorantly, he is 
not an excellent financier. But to paſs to his 


general concluſion, p. 22. He ſtates the ſur- 
plus of the income of the ſtate, above its ex- 


pence, to be about 220,000 J. per annum, 


'fo anſwer all contingent expences, ſuch as an 
occaſional ſubſidy, a fleet of obſervation, and 


a variety F incidental matters, which in the. 


moſt peaceable times muſt occur: In the next 


place, it is to be applied to the payment of 


near ten millions of outſtanding debt, which, 
indeed, half a century of undi urea peace 
"may poſſi wly —_—— | 


I will 


PE 
8 l 


6.31) | 
I will not oppoſe to this, what might v. 
J gn be oppoſed to it, the concluſion of . | 
Remarks, which proves the ſurplus to be 
about. i times that ſum ; but I chuſe to op- 
poſe to it another authority, which, I per- 


ſuade myſelf, will be deciſive with you; 4. 


that of a gentleman, who in a public com- 
pany, though his argument required, and 
though he was deſirous to reduce, as. low as 
poſſible, the revenue of the ſtate, was obliged 
to confeſs, that the ſurplus amounted to more 
than 900,000 /. per annum. It follows, that 


upon that point, the author of The Budget 


has been miſtaken in the ſum, of about 
7oo, ooo I. per annum. 

With reſpect to the funde debt, it is 
as falſely ſtated; he calculates it at ſix mil- 
lions, (it cannot be more than four) but, 
p. 22. he calls it near ten. millions. Had 
this been in the warmth of a debate, it 


might have been more excuſeable, but in a 


ſet treatiſe, in an affair of calculation, in the 
truth of which, the internal peace and fo- 
reign reputation of the kingdom is concerned, 


an addition of ſix, or even of four millions, 5 


without any ground whatever, is a miſtake 
for which I leave it to you to find an ade- 
quate expreſſion :—For though I have called 
it miſtaken, it deſerves a harſher name. 
In fact, the man who falſely accuſes others 
of the malice of betrayi ng to our enemies, tbe 
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| pretended nakedneſs of 6 our hh, 1s himſe If, 
in that very pamphlet, convicted of that | 
crime Lou know, Sir, the falſhood of that 
aflertion, advertiſements went to. the enemy, 
(from the miniſtry, for ſo much is neceſ- 
- farily implied) that. if they would hold their 
breath but @ few hours, we would raiſe the 
clamour for peace here; and you know too, ; 
that The Budget, which wilifies our advan- 
tages, and falkfics our fituation, which falſely 
increaſes our debt, and diminiſhes our in- 
come, was ſent to Holland and circulated 
there, in order to convince the Dutch that 
out funds are A precarious ſecurity. I have a 
right to charge with this crime, a pamphlet 
written with that intention, and productive : 
of that event; and, did I know the hand, I 

| ſhould have a right to point him out, to the 


_ contempt and deteſtation of his traduced 


country, from which, Sir, even your pro- 
tection would not cover him. 

I have now, Sir, finiſhed what I had to 
offer on the five points which The Budget had 


' undertaken to * ws and, if I do not much 


deceive, myſelf, I have ſhewn that. every one 
of the aſſertions and calculations of that au- 


| thor is falſe; the materials of this diſcuſſion 


are open to the inſpeQion of the public, and 
thetefore it became him to have conſulted - 
them before he publiſhed, . and you, Sir, be- 5 
fore 70 commended, that work. oO; 2th. 
There 


1 


There ate two or three A which 
were not reduceable to any of his five heads; 
which are therefore Cubjoined, and den | 
have offered them, Iwill releaſe you from'this © 
trouble. The firſt is forted on. me, by bis | 
deſcriptian of the ſtate of the nation, p. 19. 
where, among c other falſe infinuations, there 
are theſe words, that wwe bad at that moment 


the funds for Favo years to come. It is there in- 8 


finuated, that the preſent miniſter of finance 
would not even weil himſelf of the reſources 
which the abilities of the former adminiſtra- 


tion (in which reſpectable body the author, 55 


by his we, ſeems to clade ene inal > 
| proving. ö 
In en to this, let me recal to your 
remembrarice the plain . 
The gentleman who is now at the head 
of the treaſury, had planned, "brought into, | 
and carried t the Houſe, the Bill con- 
' eerning Spirituors Liquors, i in order to'put'the 
eos of Great Britain upon as advan- 
8 ground. as the ſugar planters of the 
Welt Indies: But though he had ftated that, 
this would certainly operate as a bill of reve- 
nue, he had . it al ways as a queſtion 
of police, that it might be open to thoſe 
modes of oppoſition, from -which 
bills are” covered; When expet 
"juice his ex 


2 prodnce of it, h 


Qation, and aſcertained the 


then . that this tax,” 


ence had  - 


— * 


(34) 
upon a pernicious inſtrument of debauchery, 
ſhould be taken, inſtead of that then propoſed 
by the treaſury to be laid on beer; which fall- 
ing almoſt wholly upon the labourer and work- 
ing mechanic, is, perhaps, at once the moſt 


impolitic and moſt oppreſſive tax which this 


country feels. This was ſupported by Mr. Pitt; 


and now, Sir, judge if it is juſt or commend- 


able, to inſinuate that the preſent miniſter 
owed to others a ſupply, of which he was 
himſelf the author; and that Mr. Pitt had 


provided a reſource, in which he took no 


other part than that of refuſing (from what 
motives I will not ſay) to avoid a dop- 
r rag tax by accepting it. | 


But it is certainly not ſtrange, that the 
patriots of the coterie ſhould, by themſelves, 


or if they are unable themſelves, to hold a 
pen, that they ſhould, by the pens of thoſe 
whoſe hopes they can feed, or whoſe vanity 
they can flatter, give to adminiſtration all 
the oppoſition in their power; that they 


ſhould miſtepreſent their actions, and attack 
their characters by ſpeeches in the houſe, 


and by pamphlets out of it: Miniſters are 


publick game, the only ſpecies indeed which 


are not under the protection of the law; 
which, while it indulges hares and partridges 
with ſome months of reſpite, leaves the mi- 
niſters open during all the year, to the pur- 

| fait of thoſe who hunt them (like the other 
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ner, 155 90 1d þ {Mt throw no Ta 
er This "feof, is ſuggeſted by a 44 
bite in The Budget, P. 5. 832 deere 


had ſaid, the K.. — bas s free eed the Public from 
the expence of all. new governments except 
that 7 be Flori 13 5. the nota. . bene 2 
| Ziving n all up. This nota is pert, in 
aint, and. ſplenetic, but it is without, pro- 
Focktion, it is not true, and ti is indecent; 
The principles of our cofſtitution and indeed 
the very Hature and exiſtence of all free 90+ 
vernments requite, that the utmoſt reſpect 
and eſteem! ſhould be maintained and ex- 
preſſed to the thtone. All thecerrors of go- 
verament are to be attributed to the ſubordi- 
nate, and n powers; it is for th this, 
9 other reaſons, | that, miniſters - Are 
laced, like gutters, near the top of the-po- 
litical edifice, that they may ah; 75 
carry off all that * Li, which 1 
otherwiſe damage the very roof; but all 15 
merit, all the pi He bounties ſhould be 
referred to the King. uk this ſpirit the oF 
vertiſemept, was expre the bounty by 
Which the public was freed from an expence, 
Was attributed 8 the 3 N. the royal 
4 as not introduced lightly, or to cov 
| ap end the FR; ele out * = 
pect 
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the public decency. I take notice of 
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ſpect as the object of the gratitude and affeg- 


tion. of his ſubjects, for an inſtance of pa- 
ternal tenderneſs which well deſerved,” and 
= ©, ® 392 524 W's” iis $4442 14441 

which demanded them: Any attack imme- 
diately upon that name, was therefore un- 
The aſſertion too was falſe: The govern- 
ments of Quebec and the Grenadoes are not 
ee ee by. the 


” 
.” 8 


This 10te is indecent too : There ate ſo 
many ways of conveying the idea, withou 

hazarding the dire& expreſſion of it; we 
have been do ably inſtructed s 
- 7+ 11: the matter how to mince! - | 


and theſe inſtructions have been ſo &Kactly 


obſerved, in many publications by that au- 
thor's party, that the tearing aſide this veil 


of 'fortn, ſeems a premeditated inſult 1 805 | 

the 
rather becauſe there is an expreſſion of the 
fame open nature, in another favourite 
pamphlet of the party, called a Letter to rhe 
Dacia Tree, wherein the other bounty of the 


K., the gift of 700,0007. isthus ſpoken pf. 


the” war, lent, vbitbhout intereſis, by bir Tats 


Produce of the French 17 15 taken Be fo 
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Vp of the expence. be wag 
1 was wholly, Born by ores | 
400 bearing, no. ſhare of | 
nd thus is the eſteem Laie affection a wh 

every honeſt' man feels and pays to ons 
te welt amiable and reſpectable princes th o 
er fat upon. the Engliſh MITE, falſely and 
Wa repteſſed. Ds 
I know, Sir, you do not mean to coudte- 
nance ſuch i irreverence, your conduct is the 
reverſe of this; but give me leave to ſay, 
that it would have been more conſiſtent with 
that conduct, to have omitted giving you 
6 to a pamphlet, and a Nit which 

uilty of it. 
ene at length, to a ſubj ect more pleaſe 
ing to me, than perpetual e deen can 
be, however neceſſary ; permit me to con- 
gratulate the author. of the Budg et, and ou, 
Sir, who, 1 doubt not, penn hs of hit 
feelings, on eſcaping the diſtreſs to which * 
thou oh himſelf fable at the time he wrote 
that Samphler. There is evidently” an 

of anxious uneaſineſs, of diſcontent, of i 
which runs through the whole performance; : 

Many have been tempted to affign this to the 
natyral temper of the author ; but I, Wg 

think. that it would have been been unjuſtifiable 
in him to habe ſuffered his ſpleen to taint 3 
Work upon ſo GEE a * bje&, had he 
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been found in 48 unpromilin and pet 3 
a condition, as That In whick he ſtates it 2 5 
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. 4 langes, "which che vppe 
tter had attempted, in vain; you wi 
intimately connected with him, 
:" much more certainly than ö 
to do; I es stem 27 ſelf with rejoicing wink 
you, that his foie was without reaſon, ., 
and that he is {till at liberty to take the more 
_ eaſy, to him the more agreeable, certainly . 
the more popular part of oppoſing, rather 
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8 ** I hope he will continue to ſhine. 2 125 
Indeed I rejoice at the execution of that ſtric 
oolitical juſtice, which obliges the miniſter of 8 5 
aſt March to abide the conſequences of his 
own meaſures, and I congratulatè 1e author. © AE: 
of The Budget, on the proſped a 5 
niſter's being as much embarraſſed by the : = 
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finances of this year, as he was by thoſe of f RD 


laſt ;*on the approach of a day in Which !! 


doubt not, that author and his friends, will . 3 
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